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1 Thess. iv. 13, and onward. 13. But I; air, and to be ever with the Lord. Verse 
would not have you to be ignorant, Bre-|18. Wherefore, he says, comfort one an- 
thren, concerning them, which are asleep ; | other with these words: for it is matter of 
that ye sorrow not even as others, which! universal joy. 
have no hope. The Apostle introduces the 5th chap. as 

Those, who are asleep in the Text, are, | to the times and seasons of Christ’s coming, 
undoubtedly, the dead; not the dead in sin | a8 an event very certain in one point of 
here; but the dead, who are in their graves, | view, viz. its being sudden and unexpected, 
those whose bodies are dead. Paul would; even as a thief in the night. Hence draw- 
not have us ignorant of these dead; why?! ing a conclusion, that watchfulness and dil- 
lest we sorrow even as others, who have no| igence are always necessary. Our Saviour 
hope. Many pretend, that they have no} adverted to the same th¥#4, when he said, 
hope, for a great part of mankind, who have! that if the good man of the house, had 
diet heretofore; for Judas and millions of| known at what watch the thief would come, 
sthers. But Paul dissuades from this, and‘! he would have watched, and would not have 
cxhorts us not to be hopeless ; assigning this | suffered his house to be broke up. There- 
general reason, (verse 14) for if we believe; fore, what I say unto you, I say unto you 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them | all watch. Watch, therefore, for ye know 
also, who sleeping in Jesus, will God bring! neither the day nor the hour, wherein the 
with him. Se 1 Corinth. xv. 22, 23. For asi Son of Man cometh. Matt. xxiv. 42, 43. 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all} Thus, v. chap. of 1 Thess. 2 verse. Paul 
be made alive. But every man in his own| says, for yourselves know perfectly that the 
order; Christ the first fruits; afterward,! day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in: the 
they, that are Christ’s at his coming. Paul! night. Verse 4. But ye Brethren are not in 
docs not say, that some were hopeless res-! darkness that that day should overtake you 
pecting the dead, because they had no rea-| as a thief. Verse 5. Ye are all the children 
son to hope; but they were hopeless, be-| of light and of the day, we are not of the 
cause they acted contrary to reason: as| night nor of darkness. Verse 6. Therefore 
though he had said, if Christ be the head of; let us not sleep, as do others, but let us 
every man, and tasted death for every man;' watch and be sober. Verse 7. For they 
it is but reasonable to suppose, that his re-' that sleep, sleep in the night, and they that 











surrection is, virtually, the resurrection of 
all mankind. The resurrection, then, of all 
mankind being insured by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ; teaches us not to be hope- 
less respecting the dead nor any part of 
them: for the vile bodies of all the dead 
shall be so changed as to be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body ; when mortality and 
sin shall be destroyed, and life and immor- 
tal vigor remain. What coming of Christ is 
this of which the Apostle speaks, verse 15? 
It is his coming at the resurrection of the 
dead, no doubt. Verse 25.:For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we, 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord, shall not prevent them, which are a- 
sleep, i. e. shall not prevent or hinder those 
from rising or coming again to life, who 
were dead and in their graves. The living 
who will then be alive, being changed, will 
be brought up together with those, who 
have been raised, to meet the Lord in the 


‘be drunken are drunken in the night. 
Waking and sleeping, in these verses, 
respects our watchfulness and vigilance; in 


Ithe one case; and our inattention and re- 


misness m the other. 4 
Thus there is the sleep of the natural bo- 
dy; and there is the 2 of security in 
sin; the former we have treated from the 
fourth chapter ; the latter is treated in these 
foregoing verses in, the fifth chapter. 

While one sets forth the state of all the 
dead, and the certainty of the resurrection ; 
the other is a dire¢tion to the living, to 
watch and be ready for that event. 

The Apostle thus closes ; But let us, who 
are of the day, be sober, putting on the 
breast-plate of faith and love; and for an 
helmet, the hope of salvation. For God 
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to ob- 
tain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, that is whether we wake or 
sleep we should live together with him. 
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Wherefore comfort yourselves’ together; will be “good (and equally so) unto all, 
and edify one another, even as also ye do. | and that his tender mercies are all over his 
REMARKS, _ works,” and that “God is in Christ recon- 
Death, the death of the body is frequent- ciling the world unto himself, not imputing’ 
ly, represented by sleeps remisness, inac- |,to them their trespasses,” and that the will 
tivity in duty and the practice of sin, are ; of God is the final and eternal salvation of 
forbidden under the notion of sleep or death. | all men, which Christ came down from 
It is only necessary, to observe the connex- | heaven to accomplish ; and that Christ will 
ion, in order to ascertain that, to whielr! rule and reign until he hath subdued and 
such equivocal words must apply. destroyed the devil and all his works; fin- 
When Paul, verse 6 of the 5th chap.| ished sin and made an end of transgression 
says; therefore let us not sleep as do others ; | A glorious day, when the soft hand of the 
it would be absurd to say that that sleep meant | dear Redeemer of the world shall have 
the death of the body; for then the read- | wiped off all tears from all eyes, when he 
ing would be, det us not die as do others. | shall approach the throne of his Father, & 
So in the 14th verse of the 4th chapter ; | the Father of the spirits of all flesh, and 
who could’ say, that our sleeping in Jesus | resigning his mediatorial kingdom that God 
meant our sinning in Jesus; construing sleep | may be all and in all. Thus all jargon and 
than to mean carnal security and folly? Sleep | discord will be forever swallowed up in the 
is an equivocal term, having two or more dis- | ancient of days. Then will the morning 
tinct applications or meanings; therefore | Stars again sing together, and all the sons of 
the connexion or subject only can enable us to God shout for joy; then what John the 
decide to what it must be applied. The; Revelator saw in vision will be realised 
coming of Christ, likewise, is applied to] See Revelations. 
more than one period. That, to which Fal-}| _ When I contrasted those soul-cheering & 
lnded in the foregoing comments appears to| God-henourimg views with the Presbyter- 
be the true one in this connexion. ian confession of faith, from which I had 
The coming of Christ, the resurrection of | Made several quotations, I very readily per- 
the dead, the instantaneous change of the ceived that my friends were disposed to de- 
living and the finishing the rhystery of God, | »y that the Presbyterian confession of faith 
are calculated to administer all that com-| contained what I said it did, and for the pur- 
fort and peace, to which the Apostle ex-| pose of convincing them that my quotations 
horts in the close of his subject. Where-| were true, and to expose to public view 


fore comfort one another with these words. | What I conccive to be error and delusion, | 
Eprror. | 1 have been induced to make the following 


sane extracts with some remarks. The Presby- 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. | terian confession of faith says—* God from 
Sir—lI had very recently a conversation all eternity did by the most wise and holy 
with some of my calvinist friends, on the all | counsel of his own free will, freely and un- 
important subject of religion. During the|changeably ordain whatsoever comes to 
conversation, the doctrine of election and pass.”’ (Suicide, murder, robberies, sodomy, 
reprobation, decrees and penalties were | drunkenness, profane swearing, and all o- 
brought into view. I attempted to convince | ther abominable crimes that have ever been 
them, not only from divine revelation, but | committed by mankind.) “ By the decree 
from the book of nature, that the:r views of | of God, for the manifestation of his glory, 
election, reprobation, &c. were erroneous, | some men and angels are predestinated un- 
and that’ God was not partial in the bestow-| to eternal life, and others foreordained to 
ment of his blessings, temporal and spiri-| everlasting death. These angels and men 
tual; that he “ causeth the sun to shine on | thus predestinated and foreordained, arc 
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain | particularly and unchangeably designed ; & 
on the just and the unjust; that he openeth | their number is so certain and definite, that 
his liberal hand, and supplyeth the wants | it cannot be either increased or diminished.” 
of every living thing,” and that seed time and | (‘The reader will very’ readily perceive 


harvest are manifestations of his parental | that the sufferings and death of Christ did 


cate and love. “ For the invisible things of | not render the salvation of the elect any 
him from the creation of the world are clear- | more certain than it was “ before the found- 
ly seen, being understood by the things | ation of the world was laid,” nor does ut 
that are made, even his eternal power ‘and| appear to me that any man in his right 
godhead ; so that they are without excuse.” mind can for one moment believe that God 
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I further urged that God ever was and ever | is angry with even the non-elect for crimes 
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committed in this life, if he believes that | the unsearchable counsel of his own will,” 
“God from all eternity did by the most (but searched and found out, published and 
wise and holy counsel of his own free will proclaimed by calvinists,) “whereby he 
freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever _extendeth or withholdeth mercy as he pleas- 
comes to pass.” To say that if man should eth, for the glory of his sovereign power 
defeat the decrees and purposes 6f Jehovah over his creatures, to pass by, and to ordain 
that it would be well pleasing in his sight,’ them to dishonor and wrath for their 
might be considered blasphemy ; but would sins,” (no not for their sins but for answer- 
it not be the undisguised conclusion? ing the very end and purpose which God 
‘“‘ Those of mankind that are predestinated had in view before he created them; it 
unto life, God, before the foundation of the ‘cangot be sinful for man to do that which 
world was laid, according to his eternal and God from eternity ordained that he should 
immutable purpose, and secret counsel and do) to the praise of his glorious justice.” 
good pleasure of his will,” (but revealed to Here we are informed that the justice of 
John Calvin and a few other chosen ves-'God required the endless damnation of 
sels of endless honour,) “hath chosen in those whom he was pleased to reprobate 
Christ” (“the head of every man”) “unto for doing what “God from all eternity did 
everlasting glory, out of his mere free grace ; by the most wise and holy counsel of his 
and love, without any foresight of faith or | own free will, freely and unchangeably or- 
good works, or perseverance in either of dain that they should do. Here is calvin- 
them, or any other thing in the creature, ism unveiled. No provision made for the 
as conditions, or causes moving him there- salvation of the non elected or reprobates. 
unto; and to the praise of his glorious No Saviour, Christ died for the elect only. 
grace. As God hath appointed the elect un-' And yet the advocates for the soul chilling, 
to glory, so hath he, by the eternal and most and may IJ not say, God dishonoring doc- 
free purpose of his will, foreordained the trine, call upon all men to believe, to exer- 
means thereunto.” (How absurd, and may cise, faith and repentance. “ To seek the 
I not say, impious it is, for those who thus , Lord while he may be found, and call up- 
believe to call on the reprobate as well as on him while he is near; make your call- 
the elect to work out their own salvation, to. ing and election sure,” that is, make your 
secure the favor of an offended and un- election more certain than it was made by 
changeable God, before their doom shall be -God, “ before the foundation of the world 
eternally fixed;) which the reader will bear was laid.” The fact is if orthodoxy be or- 
in mind was settled and made certain by thodox, man is a mere machine, operated 
Jehovah, “before the foundation of the upon by his creator; therefore, cannot, on 
world was laid,” and they consigned to an just and equitable principles be account- 
endless hell burning with fire and brim- able for his acts. How often we hear the 
stone. Query? Will one of God’s elect be learned doctors beg of their hearers not to 
cast into this lake of fire and brimstone attend universalist meetings, (where the im- 
should he commit murder, &c. No—Will partial grace, love and goodness of God is 
one of the reprobates ever be admitted into. taught;) for say they, their faith and doc- 
the kingdom of God, should he bow in trine is erroneous. In short, it is a damn- 
humble adoration before the throne of Al- ing error, &c. Query. Who will be damn- 
mighty God, day and night, imploring God ed by hearing and believing that “ God is 
to pardon and forgive his sins for the Re- good unto all, and that his tender mercies 
deemer’s sake? No—for “God is un- are over all his works ?—that he is the Fa- 
changeable; his counsels shall stand, and ther of the spirits of all flesh—that he will 
he will do all his pleasure, and he worketh have all men to be saved and come to the 
all things after the counsel of his own will.” knowledge of the truth,” which is eternal 
(Holy Father, how long wilt thou suffer thy life? Will the Elect? no—for “ their num- 
deluded children thus to traduce thy glo- ber is so definite, ii cannot be increased or 
rious character.) “ Wherefore they who are diminished,” and the reprobates were 
elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeem- damned by an eternal decree existing in 
ed by Christ, are effectually called unto the mind of Jehovah, “before the foun- 
faith in Christ by his spirit working in due dation of the world was laid,” if Calvinism 
season; are justified, adopted, sanctified, be true, (which I will venture to say, in the 
and kept by his power through faith unto fear of God is not,) how absurd it is for 
salvation. Neither are any other redeemed those reverend doctors thus to alarm their 
by Christ but the elect only? The rest of hearers, believing as they say they do, in 
rgankind, God was pleased, according to the doctrine of election and reprobation. 
‘ 
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Is it not hypdcrisy and deception. Doctor 
Youne on Restoration, after speaking of 
election and reprobation, says, “ But the 
most formidable device which the devil 
has ever planned for the destruction. of 
mankind, is, the successful attempt which 
he has made to traduce the moral character 
of the Deity. He knows that it is impossi- 
ble that any rational being can be happy 
while they continue to hate God—he has 
taken great pains by his emissaries in every 
nation, to represent the Deity to be the most 
cruel, partial, vindictive, inexorable being 
in existence—insiguating that he has bro’t 
millions of souls into being, out of a state of 
non-existence, in which condition they could 
neither offend him, nor suffer any inconve- 
nience whatever—positively knowing, and 
intending, that they should be subject to the 
dominion of the devi}, and suffer throughout 
eternal ages the most excruciating torn:ents 
ina lake of fire which he hath prepared for 
the very purpose, and long before they were 
created. Opinions similar to these have 
been assiduously propagated amongst the 
people of almost every nation ; and howev- 
er they may have dificred in their particular 
dogmas, they have all agreed in represent- 
ing their Gods to be cruel, partial tyrants, 
who chose rather to be viewed and worship- 
ped as objects to be dreaded and feared, 
than loved. From this fatal misapprehen- 
sion of the moral character and adorable 
attributes of the benevolent parent of man- 


kind, originated the horrid practice of pa-! 
rents sacrificing their favorite children to! 


appease the wrath of these dreadful, malig- 


be such towards one another as they fancy 
God to be towards them; for all religion 
doth naturally incline men to imitate him 
whom they worship.” | 

Doctor Scott, mm order to eradicate al] 
such errogeous ideas as derogate from the 
goodness of God, very justly observes, that 
“ God being infinitely good in his own na- 
ture,” (not influenced by his poor deluded 
children) “ it is impossible we should con- 
| ceive him to be better than he is ;” (this is 
what the partialist calls a damning error,) 
“and therefore every false notion we enter- 
tain of his goodness, must detract from it: 
!and so much as we detract from his good: 
ness, so much we detract from the principal 
reason and motive of our loving him.” We 
do not hesitate in saying, that all those who 
even insinuate that God is a cruel, partial, 
passionate, vindictive being; and that he 
has elected but a few to everlasting life, and 
reprobated all the rest of the Adamic race 
to endless woe and wretchedness, are not in 
possession ef that true “light that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world ?”— 


and are enemies both of God and man. 
M. 





From Zion’s Herald. 
ON THE IMPROPRIETY OF LONG 
PRAYERS. 

Mr. Editor—My mind has af late been 
very much exercised with respeet to public 
prayer. I have ever been opposed to long 
prayers, as disagreeable to persons in gener- 
al; if it be so, they cannot be profitable, 
and what is net profitable, ought not to be 











nant beings. ‘The Roman Catholic, being | practised. God does not require of us long 
influenced by the same erroneous opinion | prayers either in private or public, nor does 
of the disposition of the Deity, half starves ; the scripture any where speak in favor of it. 
himself, wears an hair cloth next his skin,| There are many excellent treatises on the 
walks barefooted over the sharpest gravel, | subject, but I know of none which have ex- 
and devises many ingenious modes of pun-, amined the Scriptures to ascertain the form 
ishing himself to appease the Deity, as he : and style of prayer, except those who have 
conceives his vindictive disposition to be, in, had an eye to some particular mode of wor- 
some'measure, gratified and appeased with ship, and of course their authors wrote from 
the misery which he has voluntarily inflic-' prejudice. Many examples are recorded 
ted upon his own body.” Archbishop Tillot- in the sacred scriptures, we may reasonably 
son says, that “ According as men’s notions suppose for our imitation. The longest 
of God are, such will their religion be— prayer we find on record was offered by 
If they have gross and false conceptions of the Levites in the days of Nehemiah. (ix. 5 
God, their religion will be absurd and su-,-38.) ‘This prayer may be distinctly pro- 
perstitious. If men fancy God to be an ill-| nounced in eigit or ten minutes, Solomon’s 
natured being, armed with infinite power, ‘at the dedication of the temple, was a little 
who takes delight in the misery and ruin of shorter. (1 Kings viii. 22-38.) There are 
his creatures, and is ready to take all advan-; a number only four minutes, and a greater 
tages against them, they may fear him, but , number only from two seconds to one min- 
they will never love him; (it is to be fear-} ute inlength. That most appropriate and 
ed that there are too many such christians beautiful prayer, offered by the apostles, 
at the present day,) and they will be apt to trhen one ef their number was sefecied te, 
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fill the place of Judas, might be repeated in 
jess than a minute. Why should we devi- 
ate so much from the practice of the Old 
and New Testament-saints. 

Many persons find it inconvenient to u- 
nite in the prayers of some persons because 
they cannot, for the great length of time that 
ithe prayer continues, keep their minds in- 
ient on the subject. Wandering thoughts 
ure apt to arise; which destroy the solemni- 
ty, and cause us to forget the duties in 
which we are engaged. I would not un- 
dertake to say that the length of the prayer 
was the only cause for these feelings ; there 
are others, such as the depravity of the hu- 
man heart, the temptations of satan, and 
the cares of the world; but it would not be 
too muchito say, the length of the prayers is 
one of the greatest. 

When we unite with our brethren in 
prayer, our minds should be fixed upon 
each petition, or we cannot be said to unite. 
Many people fall into a great mistake, by 
supposing that when they are engaged in 
this duty they must pray for many and al- 
most every thing that chance to enter their 
minds at the time, and those who can pray 
nalf an hour are said to have the gift of 
prayer. I regret that a duty so important, 
a privilege so valuable, should be rendered 
tedious and irksome by continuing it to an 
improper length. Let us have the impres- 
sion that a brother will pray short and we 
shall profit by it, on the contrary, if we ex- 
pect he will be lengthy, we shall have but 
little disposition to follow him. 

Long prayers are certainly unscriptural. 
Christ says of the Pharisees, that they make 
long prayers and shall receive the greater 
damnation. The opinion of the heathen 
was, that they should be heard for their 
much speaking § Jesus informs his disci- 
ples of this and exhorts them not to use vain 
repetitions. “ The best manner of praying, 
(says Luther,) is to make only a few words, 
but such as contain a deep sense; the few- 
er the words, the better the prayer; few 
words and much sense is Christian. Many 
words and little sense is heathenish.” Per- 
haps when the mind is engaged alone in the 
closet, the difficulty may not be so great ; 
but [ conceive it to be very great when we 
are united in prayer with one another.— 


—— 


twenty minutes or halfan hgur? Was not 
Solomon devout at the dedication of the 
temple? Were not the disciples devout 
when they prayed for boldness, &c. that 
they might speak God’s word? (Acts iv, 
20-24.) Was not Stephen devout when he 
prayed under the shower of stones? Let us 
adopt the practice of short prayers, and 
strive for a spirit of devotion, and our pray- 
-er meetings will be attended with much 
pleasure and profit. 
FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
Remarks on a serman delivered in Attle- 
borough, on the evening of the 23d Feb- 
ruary, 1823, by the Rev. B, ALLEN. 
Mr. A’s. text is recorded in Rev. xiv. 6. 

* And I saw another Angel fly in the 
midst of Heaven, having the everlasting 
Gospel to preach to them that dwell on the 
earth; and to every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue, and people.” 

In the following remarks, I shall not at- 

tempt to take up every particular noticed by 
Mr. A. nor thoroughly investigate every i- 
dea that was advanced in the discourse 3 
but shall confine myself prineipaily to lus 
observations upon his third proposition, 
which was, to speak of the “ everlasting 
Gospel.” 
In defining the gospel, Mr. A. informs 
us, that the gospel is a proclamation of par- 
don and liberty ; that it is good news and 
glad tidings of great joy, (which the ange} 
said, “ shall be to all people.”) This be- 
ing granted, is it not evident, if the text be 
true, that all men will be, pardoned and set 
at liberty? Most certainly; for the text 
declares, that the gospel was to be preach- 
ed “to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people.” If the gospel is a 
proclamation of pardon, and is to be preach- 
ed to all without exception, then the proper 
conclusion is, that all will be pardoned; 
for it would be an absurdity to proclaim par- 
don to any people for whom there was no 
pardon, Again, admitting that the ever- 
lasting gospel, is a proclamation of pardon 
and liberty, and that the angel told the 
truth, when he said that it was to all! peo- 
ple, then, the unavoidable conclusion is, 
that all will be pardoned, and consequently 
saved. 


> 





Some may perhaps say, “the writer is not | 
devotional himself, which is the cause of, 
these objections.” To this I answer, that | 
however this may be, we cannot judge of | 
the devotion of another by praying long or | 
short. Will any one dare to say that a 
man is not devout, because he does not pray | 


That Mr. A. should with this text he had 
chosen, as the foundation of his remarks, and 
his own definition of the everlasting gospel 
before him, advance the doctrine of endless 
misery, appears singular indeed—this he 
did, but this he would not have done, 
had he remained true to his first proposi- 
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tion. In attempting to support the doctrine 
of endless misery, we find him making a 
shift, and advancing another idea, directly 
contrary to the first, which was of the fol- 
lowing import. “ The gospel is a faithful 
witness, and is calculated to awaken the 
fears of those who attend upon its instruc- 
tion.” Now I cannot conceive, how it is 
possible for the gospel to awaken the fears 
of those who attend upon its instructions, if 
it be a proclamation of pardon and liberty. 
I should suppose it would have quite a con- 
trary effect, that instead of awakening the 
fears, it would awaken sensations of joy.— 
Would a preclamation of pardon and liber- 
ty, toa culprit who was under sentence of 
death and confined in a dismal cell, there to 
await the awful period of his execution, 
roduce the disagreeable sensation of fear ? 
No it would produce peace and joy. ‘The 
gospel of Christ instead of producing fear, 
has directly the opposite effect. 

Mr. A. quoted the following passage of 
scripture, to proye that some would be for- 
ever miserable. “ Because I have called 
and ye have refused, I have stretched out 
my hand, and no man hath regarded it, 
therefore I will laugh at your calamity, and 
mock when your fear cometh.” If we 
carefully examine this passage, we shall find 
that it has nothing to-do with a future state. 
Look at the passage for a moment, “ Be- 
eause I have called and ye have refused, I 
have stretched out my hand, and no man 
hath regarded it.” Will it be said, at the 
judgment day, I have stretched out my hand, 
aud no man hath regarded it? If so, then 
all mankiad will be damned forever. For 
it does ‘not say, I have stretched out my 
hand, and some have regarded it, and some 
have not; and those that have not I will 
doom to hell; but those that have, I will 
raise to heaven; but I have stretched out 
my hand and no man hath regarded it. No 
inan. No,not one. Should we apply this 
passage to a future state, would it not prove 
more than Mr. A. would like to have prov- 
ed? for he doubtless believes that some few 
at least, (himself included) will regard the 
hand of the Lord in such a manner, 4s to 
gain admittance into the kingdom of heav- 
en’ If some will regard the hand of the 
Lord; we may say by a parity of reasoning 
that all will, for the same power, that brings 
one sifner to a knowledge of the truth, will 
in process of time bring all; agreeably to 
which, the prophet declares, that “all the 
ends of the world, shall remember, and turn 
unto the Lord; and all the kindreds of the 
nations, shall worship before thee.” 





When we examine, the God dishonoring 
doctrine of endless misery; a doctrine 
which remains, and always will remain, 
while it exists unsupported by reason o; 
scripture, it is astonishing, that any person 
will attempt to advocate it. Of all sentj. 
ments, it is the most cruel and pernicious. 
Itrobs the Almighty Governor of the unj. 
verse, of every thing that is lovely or amia. 
ble—of all that is calculated to command 
respect and obedience. It clothes Him 
with the vestments of eternal wrath and in. 
dignation towards his miserable and help. 
less offspring, and represents him as forcing 
them into existence, under the dire necessj- 
ty of enduring endless torments. 

It is hoped that these remarks, will lead 
Mr. A. to an examination of the nature of 
the doctrine he advocates—may he shortly 
see the folly of vindicating a sentiment 
completely cpposed to reason and scripture; 
and embrace that system of universal be. 
nevolence which is so clearly taugit in tle 
scriptures of divine truth. 

TF. P. FULLER, 





On the unreasonableness of a Schisinati, 
Spirit. 

Nothing can be better calculated to de 
stroy the peace of the world, and of com- 
munities generally, than that ef a spirit o! 
division. 

Divisions are, certainly, the bane of ail 
communities. Universal experience, u0- 
questionably proves this point. 

If the strength of a community depend: 
on its union: it is weakened by division, 
United we stand, diyided we fall; is as 
self-evident proposition, carrying convic- 
tion with every word. 

If the ornament of society be its union: 
then its glory is tarnished by division. 

Is a society happy while united? it 's 
wretched when divided. 

Is a society prosperous while united: 
what reverses attend diyision ? 

In short, does the consummation of the 
strength, of the ornament, the happiness, 
the prosperity and perpetuity of commun 
ties depend on union ? the extinction of the 
very existence of society is brought about 
by division. ‘ 

These communities may respect king- 
doms or states: or lesser societies as town 
or families; the advantages of union and 
the disadvantages of division will equally 
apply. 

The tendency of division, is the extinc- 
tion of all societies of men. We may 
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ness this in ancient Greece and Rome, and 
very many instances of modern date. 

Our Saviour, therefore, said, if a king- 
dom is divided against itself, that kingdom 
cannot stand.. And if.an house be divided 
against itself, that house cannot stand. 

So dreadful are the effects of diyision, 
and so thorough is it in its operations ; 
that although it originated, in its nature, 
from Satan; yet it would have the same ef- 
fect on his kingdom, as on many other 3 for 
if Satan’s kingdom be divided, it cannot 
stand, but hath an end. 

If these be the effects of schisms in com- 
munities, how much are they to be depre- 
cated in society, and how unreasonable, 
ought we to consider their authors and abet- 
iors. 

The Apostle directs us to mark them, 
that cause divisions contrary to the doctrine 
which they have received and avoid them. 

REMARKS. 

In treating this subject with justice, 
we shall be obliged to show, that the very 
reasons, which many use to create divisions ; 
and think, perhaps, that they are justified 
in so doing; are the most unreasonable of 
all considerations. We grant that truth 
ought ever to be sacredly regarded; yet 
men should be very cautious to examine 
what js truth, so as to know it to be such, 
before they undertake its vindication. To 
propagate error zealously, while truth is 
our professed aim, not only tends to make 
schisms, but is an unreasonable act. If a 
person, in such a case, believes it to be a 
truth, which he is propagating, it is an un- 
reasonable act of his to be zealously en- 
gaged herein, unless he knows it to-be such. 
Lhe knowledge of truth is indispensable, 
in order to its propagation. Now if these 
remarks be correct, what unreasonableness 
is discoverable in a great part of mankind ? 
Our belief, with respect to this point, is, 
that a great part of mankind never examine 
what they call truth, so as to know that it 
is such : and therefore probagate error in- 
stead of truth; and all our experience 
teaches us, thaterror is promulgated with 
greater seeming zeal than truth itself. 
Hence zeal, without knowledge, affects the 
head not the heart; like the candle in the 
lantern, all the heat is at the top. This will 
apply very closely to all bigoted and super- 
stitious persons, who are engaged in spread- 
ing doctrines which they. never examined ; 
and to those, whose faith and practice have 
no other foundation for support, than the 
long continued custom of their ancestors. 
Thus we see preachers, who need to be 


taught the first principles of the oracles of 
God, and prove that they have need of 
milk and not of strong meat; whose zeal is 
like the flame of devouring fire, who know 


not what they say, nor whereof they af- 
firm. That, which makes this wonderful 
system of unreasonableness still greater, is, 
that the greater part of mankind love to 
have itso. This is like people like priest. 
fenorance and superstition have always 
een handmaidens, and till ignorance be 
destroyed, superstition will remain. 

From this ignorance and bigotry have 
arisen many of the divisions, persecutions 
and troubles in society. Nations and fami- 
lies have been divided; contentions and 
sharp animosities have ensued: the father 
has been against the son; the mother a- 
gainst the daughter, and the daughter a- 
gainst the mother; and a man’s foes havo 
been those of his own house. 

The unreasonableness of a Schismatic 
spirit js argued from its wilfulness. No peo- 
ple are so wilfully set to support their own 
principles, as the ignorant and bigoted. 
The zeal of such is not like those of the well 
informed, which is mild; the zeal of the 
bigot is fiery, boisterous, impetuous. A. 
person of true zeal is willing to hear and be 
informed; but the ignorant and bigoted 
will not hear, nor listen to any arguments. 
‘They are perfectly wise in their own con- 
ceit. Thus they become impatient of any 
restraint; their zeal is wild-fire, and the 
fruit of their impetuosity is discord and 
confusion. 

The blind, who are lead; and the blind 
leaders are here intended. It is as safe to 
meet a bear robbed of her whelps, as such 
men in their folly. Some promote schisms 
in order that they themselves may be dis- 
tinguished. Thus Mahomet, Simon Ma- : 
gus, the false prophets and false Christs in 
different ages in ancient times : and many in 
modern times, who set themselves up to 
be some great ones; changing from one 
priciple to another to answer their schisma- 
tical designs. 


MRS. JUDSON. 

The wife of A. Judson, a famous mission- 
ary in the East Indies, sailed from Boston 
a short time since, where she had been, te 
visit her friends, and collect mMonEyY from 
the pious and charitable to aid her in dis- 
tributing the bread of life to the poor heath- 
en of Asia. A lady, who was in the habits 


of familiar intercourse with Mrs. Judson, 
and to whom application was made for 





charity, in her behalf, informs us, that the 
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visiting dress of this self-denying female 
missionary could not be valued at less than 
TWELVE HUNDRED DOLLARS! !— 
The reader may be startled at the mention 
ef such an enormous amount laid out in a 
single dress to decorate the person of one 
whose affections are professedly set on hea- 
vealy things, and despising the vain and 
gaudy allurements of the world; it appear- 
ed to us incredible, till we heard from the 
lady some of the details. The Cashmere 
Shawl was valued at $600; the Leghorn 
Flat at $150; Lace trimming on the gown 
$150, &c.; jewelry would soon make up 
the sum, leaving necessary articles of cloth- 
ing out of the question. We hope the next 
edition of the missionary arithmetic, will 
inform us how many infants were robbed of 
their innocent, if not necessary, playthings, 
how many widows had denied themselves 
the use of sugar in tea and butter on bread, 
how many poor debtors had robbed their 
creditors and labored without stockings and 
shoes, to furnish out this modern represent- 
ative of the mystic Babylon.—Boston Ga- 
laxy. ; 


MISSIONARY IDEAS. 


A late paper has started a new idea to 
favor the Missionary cause. It is this— 
Let a “ Grindstone” be provided, in each 
populous town, to be called the “ Mission- 
ary Grindstone,’ the crank to be turned 
by “ pious young men ;” and the pious of 
the community to keep them at work, by 
vending their penknives, scissors, razors, &c. 
to be ground, &e. It is conjectured a large 
sum could be raised, annually, and many 
‘‘ pious young men” be employed, who are 
now useless members of society.— Gospel 
ierald. 





Baptist Society of the United States.— 
from a report of the Baptist Convention 
held at Washington, it appears there are in 
the United States, 2,354 churches, and 
206,110 members of that denomination. 





Attempts at referm, when they fail, 
strengthen despotism ; as he that struggles, 
tizhtens those cords he does not succeed in 


breaking. 





The sceds of repentance are sown in 
youth by pleasure, but the harvest is reap- 
ed in age by pain. 





When the million applaud you, seriously 
ask yourself what harm you have done; 
when they censure vou, what good ! 





HYMN ON SOLITUDE. 


Har, mildly pleasing Solitude, 

Companion of the wise and good ; 
But from whose holy piercing eye, 
The herd of fools and villains fly, 


Oh! how [love with theeto walk, 
And listen to thy whisper’d talk, 
Which innocence and truth imparts 
And melts the most obdurate heart, 


A thousand shapes you wear with ease 
And still in every shape you please. 
Now wrapt in some mysterious dream, 
A lone philosopher you seem ; 

Now quick from hill to vale you fly, 
And now you sweep the vaulted sky. 
A shepherd next you haunt the p!2in, 
And warble forth your oaten strain. 
A lover now, with all the grace 

Of that sweet passion in your face ; 
Then, calm’d to friendship, you assume 
The gentle-looking Hartford’s bloom; 
As, with her Musidora, she 

(Her Musidora fond of thee) 

Amid the long withdrawing vale, 
Awakes the rivall’d nightingale. 


This is the balmy breath of morn, 
Just as the dew-bent rose ig born ; 
And while meridian fervors beat, 
Thine is the woodland dumb retreat ; 
But chief, when evening scenes decay, 
And the faint landscape swims away, 
Thine is the doubtful soft decline. 
And that best hour of musing thine. 


Descending ages bless thy train, 
The virtues of the sage and swain ; 
Plain innocence in white array’d, 
Before thee lifts her fearless head : 
Religion’s beams around thee shine, 
And cheer thy glooms with light divine ; 
About thee sports sweet liberty ; 
And wrapt Urania sings to thee. 


Oh, let me pierce thy secret cell, 
And in thy deep recesses dwell. 
Perhaps from Norwood’s oak clad-hill, 
When meditation has her fill, 

I just may cast my careless eyes 
Where London’s spiry turrets rise ; 
Think of its crimes, its cares, its pain, 
Then shield me in the woods again. 





It is only when the rich are sick, that they 


fully feel the impotence of wealth. 


—— 
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